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Proxy101: So you want to be a Proxy Master Huh!?  

Hello, 

This is the first post in the series Proxy101. This series will hopefully be of use to every proxy 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƭŜǎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦ 

So you want to be a Proxy Master Huh!? 

Here is a list of software and other recommended requirements that I think every proxy owner 
should have: 

¶ Time: any website needs some time to be put into it in order for it to obtain its 
potential. The more time you put into it the higher the potential that is able to be 
achieved. It is worth noting, however, that compared to other types of website, proxies 
do not actually require that much time after the initial period. 

¶ A Host: in order for your website to even reach the internet you will need a host. I will 
be discussing the ins and outs of finding the perfect host in a later episode of this series, 
but quickly: the most important part of website hosting is in my opinion bandwidth. 
Normally, proxy scripts do not require much hard disk space to run on, but do require a 
lot of bandwidth. You must also take into consideration the types of hosting out there: 
Shared, Reseller (both not recommended), VPS or dedicated (both recommended) are 
the normal options offered by hosting companies. In the latter two cases, thing such as 
RAM will play a huge role. 

¶ A Domain: a domain is the website URL which you enter into your web browser to load 
a site. Again, like hosting, this needs a post all on its own, which will be posted in due 
course. 

¶ A FTP Client: an ftp client is the software which allows you to transfer files over to your 
web host. I reccomend FileZilla, or SmartFTP which is what I use. 

¶ A File Editor: now, you could use the regular notepad which comes with every 
Windows, or TextEdit for Mac, but I would suggest using another, especially if you are 
new to HTML. I use e-texteditor,and I have heard very good reviews of TextMate and 
Dreamweaver or PHP Designer. All editors mentioned have previews, so you can 
preview your html page. 

¶ Initial fundingΥ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ that expensive to start up. Especially 
if you consider the potential profit which can be made from them. This funding will be 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ άƎŜǘ ǊƛŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 

¶ Patience: do i need to explain? 

http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-proxy-master-huh/
http://filezilla-project.org/
http://www.smartftp.com/
http://www.e-texteditor.com/
http://macromates.com/
http://www.panic.com/coda/2%3ECoda%3C/a%3E%20on%20mac.%20Of%20course,%20if%20you%20have%20the%20funds,%20you%20could%20always%20buy%20software%20such%20as%20%3Ca%20href=
http://www.mpsoftware.dk/phpdesigner.php


bƻǿΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ only things which are needed, but I reckon if you start off with 
ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀŎƪΥ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ 



 

Proxy101: Hosting  

Hi there! 

Now, if you have read the first Proxy101 article, you should have noticed that one of the 
requirements any proxy owner must need is WebHosting. In this article, I simplify the hosting 
market. 

¶ Type: There are generally four types of hosting out there: Shared, Reseller, VPS and 
5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΦ ό{ƻƳŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ aƻǳƴǘŜŘ²ŜōΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
offers just three: Web Hosting, Resellers and VPSs).Because proxies are extremely 
resƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ 
on their servers. So, therefore, a VPS or a Dedicated Server is needed. Make sure that 
ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘΩǎ ¢ƻ{ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ 

¶ Bandwidth: Bandwidth is one of the most important factors to take into account when 
buying a webhost. When your proxy becomes really popular, you will need at least 100 
gigabytes of bandwidth a month. For example, one of my new proxies (xunblock.us) 
takes up 3 gigabytes of bandwidth a day. When buying a hosting package, make sure 
you buy enough bandwidth, you can never have too much. Have too little, and your 
proxy will fail. 

¶ Space: Unlike almost all other types of website you can make, proxies take up the least 
amount of hard disk space out of them all. Most proxy scripts are a few hundred 
ƪƛƭƻōȅǘŜǎ ōƛƎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΦ {ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

¶ Resources: When buying a VPS or a dedicated server, you will be asked for the amount 
of RAM you require. I would recommend at least 512mb, especially if you are planning 
for the future.You will also be given the option of whether you would like to pay extra 
ŦƻǊ ŎtŀƴŜƭΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΥ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜΥ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŎtŀƴŜƭ κ ²Ia ōŜŦƻǊe and 
LxAdmin / HyperVM seemed so very alien to mean. However, once I had a few minutes 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ōƻǘƘ L ŦŜƭǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ 
should use the free alternatives: they take up very little resources. Sometimes cPanel 
takes up more than 256MB of resources, a lot when you may only have 512!Also, 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ [ƛƴǳȄΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƭƛƴǳȄ ǎŜŜƳǎ to be 
thought of as the more secure and safer option to choose. 

¶ Price: hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 
In webhosting, often you pay for what you get for. Make sure to look at reviews of the 
hosting company you are looking to buy hosting from before you go and actually make 
that payment. 

¶ Uptime: A site which is down makes no money. While you may not get guarantees on 
VPSs or Dedicated Servers (you are responsible for your server), it is worthwhile to 
check what the uptime is for their other options. This leads onto the next point. 

http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-hosting/
http://xunblock.us/


¶ Support: I put this last because I reckon this is the most important factor, especially if its 
your first time with a VPS/Dedicated Server. You want an exceptional service. Server 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǳǇ-to-date 
and secure. Look into what contact/support options they offer. Live Chat, email, Instant 
Messaging, a Knowledgebase and Phone support are such examples. Simply put: a host 
with exceptional support will make sure that all their features and options are top-
notch. 

The main point which arises from this article is the need to research. You will then be able to 
get a great host which is perfect for you. You need to feel comfortable with your hosting to be 
able to utilise it to its full most. 



 

Proxy101: Domain  

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ tǊƻȄȅ¢ǳǘǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ tǊƻȄȅмлм ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ 

Registrar: 

Now you have your hosting, you need to get a domain name. You can find a list of all the 
domain registrars here. 

 

I will stick my neck out and will recommend Namecheap as the domain registrar of choice. 
There have a great user panel, give you free WhoIS guard. This helps you to protect your 
ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴǎ ƛǘ 
or want to know when it expires so they can nab it for themselves. 

Their prices are very reasonable: 
.com $9.29/yr 
.info $2.98/yr 
.net $9.29/yr 
.org $9.29/yr 
.us $8.88/yr 

Choosing your Domain: 

The first and most important to consider when buying your domain name is how easy it is to 
remember it. You do not want a domain name, for example, such as MNd_prx.info. What does 
the url have in common with the site? How are people going to remember it? 

Remember, your main audience are pupils and employees. They need something easy to 
remember and quick to type. 

¶ Do not get a domain name containing anything to do with the word proxy, and not even 
anything to do with 
unbanning or a social networking site. Filters which block access to the proxies at 
schools and work can 
spot your proxy site very easily. With your site blocked, you wont get any visitors.  

¶ If you are going to get a lot of domains, I would get .info domains. As you can see above, 
they are considerably 
cheaper than other TLDs (com/org/us/net).  

http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-domain/
http://www.icann.org/en/registrars/accredited-list.html
http://namecheap.com/


 

 

Setting up your domain: 

You should have received an email or some sort of notification from your hosting provider upon 
setting up your account. It should say what your nameservers are. 

They often look like: 
ns1.yourdomain.com 
ns2.yourdomain.com 

Now, you have to go into your registrar and choose your domain. I am using namecheap. Click 
on My Account, then Manage Domains, then choose your domain name. Now select Domain 
Name Server Setup: 

 

Enter into the two boxes your nameservers, like so: 

 

And press Save Changes. You will have to wait a little while (normally an hour or so) for it to 
ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǳǇύΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΗ 

NB. You might, if you chose for the registrar to manage your nameservers, need to transfer the 
DNS to your webhost 

 

You can then enter the nameservers like above. 



 

Proxy101: Monetizing   

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ tǊƻȄȅ¢ǳǘǎΩ ǘƘƛǊŘ tǊƻȄȅмлм ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ 

So now you have your proxy all set up, you would probably love to start earning money from it, 
right? 
This is very easily accomplished and you can find out exactly how to in this article. 

Using Adsense 

 

DƻƻƎƭŜ !ŘǎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻȄȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǉŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
get paid via check or EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer). 

Making your own adsense code is simple: 

¶ Step 1 - Login to your Adsense 
¶ Step 2 - /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘǎŜƴǎŜ {ŜǘǳǇέ ǘab 
¶ Step 3 - {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά!ŘǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘέ 
¶ Step 4 - Now select what unit you would like, I would recommend Ad unit 
¶ Step 5 - Select your size and colours 
¶ Step 6 - Click on continue, and pick the channel you want to have the adsense code on 

(or create a new one) 
¶ Step 7 - Name your Adsense unit (or leave it as it is) and click Submit and Get Code 

bƻǿΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΗΚ  

You have now made your adsense code. All you need to do is copy the entire code and paste it 
into your proxy index file where you best think it would fit! 
I suggest putting ads near the input box and below it as it allows visitors to see your ads. 

Placing your Adsense Code into your Template 

(I will assume you are using PHProxy for this article). 

http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-monetizing/


First off, you need to open index.inc.php. If you are unaccustomed to code, at first glance this 
Ƴŀȅ ƭƻƻƪ ǎŎŀǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΗ 
First find the following code: 

<form method="post" action="<?php echo $_SERVER['PHP_SELF'] ?>">   

    <ul id="form">   

Now get your Adsense code and paste it in just above: 

 

Remember, you will need to get different codes each time you want a new one. You can have a 
maximum of three. 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΗ 

So what size, then? 

I normally use banner ads (text only), but the only real answer to this is to play around and see 
what looks best. Try and find a size and place which makes the ads fit into your template. 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

Are there any other companies? 

If for some reason, you cannot use Adsense on your proxy, then there are plenty of other PPC 
companies that pay decently as well. HŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘΥ 

¶ Bidvertiser 
Bidvertiser pays out via Paypal when you reach $10. This might be easier for you if you 
use Paypal to manage your money, however it takes longer to reach $10 than adsense.  

¶ AdBrite 
Adbrite pays out via check at $100. They take quite a while to deliver the check and it 
will take longer to reach payout for Adbrite than Adsense. 

¶ Clicksor Clicksor pays out every 15 days, instead of monthly like Adsense The minimum 
payout for this company is $50. 

http://www.bidvertiser.com/
http://www.adbrite.com/
http://www.clicksor.com/


¶ Chitika 
Chikita is a very nice PPC, lots of people are starting to head towards this company as 
many people are actually earning more with this program then Adsense. 

 

Proxy101: Script and Configuration  

Hiya, 

This is the fifth proxy101 tutorial! So now you have your webhosting and your domain, your ad 
ŎƻŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴƴŀ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǳǇΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŀΗΚ 

The Script 

This is awfully simple and very easy to do. Go and grab a proxy theme from the template 
releases section. Download it to your desktop, or a folder designated for your proxy. Now open 
up config.php and change the presets to what you want. Everything is commented in there, and 
if you need any help you know where to find me (me@iamgp.com)! 

FTP 

So FTP stands for File Transfer Protocol, basically a fancy phrase which describes the process 
(protocol) by which we upload (transfer) files to our hosting. Like all software, there are many 
different FTP clients out there (which I will be analysing in another post), but if you are on 
Windows I would suggest FileZilla, while if you are on a Mac I would suggest CyberDuck. 
Now, you should have details of your FTP info sent to you bȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ 
it is normally on the lines of: 

¶ Host: ftp.YOURSITE.com 
¶ Username: ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎǇŀƴŜƭ 
¶ Password: ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎǇŀƴŜƭ 

Now click Connect (or its equivalent) and wait a few seconds for it to login. Now, this part will 
be different for each and every one of us, but get to /public_html, the folder which basically 
holds all the web accessible files and sub folders. Now, drag your files (all of them, but not the 
folder) to your /public_html folder. Go to your website and look at your work! 

LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΗ 

P.S. If you look to the right, in the sidebar, you can also find some other scripts, if, for some 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ tItǊƻȄȅΦ 

http://www.chitika.com/
http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-script-configuration/
http://proxytuts.com/index.php/category/tempalate-releases/http:/
http://proxytuts.com/index.php/category/tempalate-releases/http:/
http://proxytuts.com/index.php/category/tempalate-releases/http:/


 

Proxy101: Advertising  

Hi, welcome to the last part of the Proxy101 series! 

So, now we have everything set up, all we need is to drive people to our site! 

In this post I will cover some free and paid methods of promoting your proxy, although it is by 
no means a complete list! 

Free Proxy Promotion 

¶ Google & Yahoo: If you do not know who these two massive companies are you truly 
have been lying underneath a rock for the last 20 years! Both search engines offer a 
άƎǊƻǳǇέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΣ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
people in their group. There are numerous groups out there who are full of pupils and 
employees yearning for ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΗ 

¶ TopLists: Toplists are basically lists of proxies (and other sites) which you submit your 
link to be indexed by them. Many people wanting proxies use these toplists to get new 
proxies: I recommend finding out a few toplists which really help you and sticking to 
ǘƘŜƳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊōƻŀǊŘΗ 

¶ Digg/StumbleUpon etc.: All you have to do is go to their relevant sites and digg/stumble 
your site! It is completely free; although you do have to sign up and sometimes install a 
toolbar. 

Paid Proxy Promotion 

¶ Proxy.org: I have found that a $20 bold listing at proxy.org brings in a substantial 
number of proxy users. A listing will last a month and is very good value for money. 

¶ Paid Social Bookmarking: There are firms out there that will submit your site to x 
number of social bookmarking sites. 

¶ Newsletters: Many people sign up to daily/weekly newsletters (emails) of new proxies. 
You can pay to have your site featured/ top/ on the newsletter, which brings in many 
visitors! 

As aforementioned, this is by no means a complete or finished list. What is clear is the 
following: 

The more methods of advertising you use, the more accessible your site is. 

 

http://proxytuts.com/index.php/proxy101-advertising/

